A  NOTABLE   BIOGRAPHY

sometimes come up of an afternoon and talk, mainly of
Devon, of his people and mine, and of his early days
in London.

The most industrious reader imaginable could hardly
boast that he had read all the books published by The
Bodley Head> and certainly no such claim is mine. There
are, however, some which, at one time or another, have
passed through my hands and which stand out pretty
clearly in my memory. If I make mention of some of
these, it must not be supposed that there are not many
more by far, of equal or perhaps greater Importance,
that did not come my way. I shall merely speak of
those of which I have some personal knowledge.

Among the outstanding landmarks in the later history
of The Bodley Head^ were many notable biographies.
One of these was Mrs. A. M. W. Stirling's Coke of
Norfolk, which achieved a wide popularity. It was
followed by another book, Annals of a Torkshire House,
which was hardly less successful. There were, I believe,
still others from the same gifted pen, but these latter
I never saw. Of even greater importance, from a
purely literary point of view, was a study of Giovanni
Boccaccio by a writer destined to attain very high rank
indeed. His name was Edward Hutton, who shared
with the late Professor Edmund Gardner of London
and Professor Okey of Cambridge the distinction of
being among the greatest authorities on Italian language
and literature. Another book that created something
of a sensation in its day was a penetrating study of
George Bernard Shaw by G. K. Chesterton. The
mention of Chesterton reminds me that it was Lane
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